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for eighteen years, was now, in desperation, giving
more heed than heretofore to the revolutionary
efforts of her supporters. Her disagreeable son, too,
who all through this time had borne the title of
king, was now more than ever being played with by
rival sections of his followers, and was growing
restive under their control. The Earls of Arran and
Lennox having been King James's chief favourites
since 1580, the Earl of Cowrie and others had in
1582 captured him at Ruthven and imprisoned or
banished their rivals. After a year's feigned liking
of his position, King James had broken loose from
his guardians and reinstated the Arran faction.
Thereupon, in September, 1583, Sir Francis Wal-
singham had been sent to inquire into the state of
matters. His report was to the effect that Queen
Elizabeth had formed a true estimate of her kins-
man's character; King James was ready at any
moment to requite kindness with ingratitude ; every-
where he was misliked for his dissimulation and
treachery; and now the captive Queen his mother,
ever the chief author of trouble, had half persuaded
him to change his religion, promising him the sup-
port of a large party in England and the willing aid
of Spain. Walsingham considered that he had done
something to lessen the threatened dangers by ex-
tracting pledges from James and weakening Arran's
influence over him.

Thus matters stood in 1584, when we first get
trace of Sidney's connection with Scottish politics.
About Queen Mary's or her friends' conspiracies,
and King James's plots for succession to the rule of